Plan a Before Strategy

Consider the purposes of before strategies:

* activate prior knowledge     


* build background knowledge

* generate questions    



* make predictions

* discuss vocabulary   



* establish a purpose for reading

Consider the content of the lesson:

· new concept-  Use a strategy to build background knowledge, generate questions, make predictions

· review or continuation-  strategy to activate prior knowledge.

· difficult vocabulary-  discussion of unfamiliar words.

·  parts of the content  need to be emphasized- Use a strategy that generates questions, makes predictions

*Always establish a purpose regardless of other content needs

Plan a During Strategy

Consider the purposes of during strategies:

* engage with the text  



* verify and formulate predictions

* summarize text 




* self-monitor comprehension                        

* construct graphic organizers


* use mental imagery

* integrate new information with prior knowledge

Consider the content of the lesson:

·  text challenging to comprehend- strategy that requires students to stop periodically as they read and self-monitor comprehension.

·  unfamiliar or challenging text structure - graphic organizer to help students organize information from the text. (summarize text in chunks

· large amount of text to be read- If so, consider chunking the text and use a strategy that will allow small groups of students to read portions of the text and share important information with the entire class.

*students should engage with text in all situations
Plan an After Strategy

Consider the purposes of after Strategies:

* reflect on the content of the lesson   

* evaluate predictions

* examine questions that guided reading 

* respond to text through discussion

* respond to text through writing      

* retell or summarize

Consider the content of the lesson:

· content of the lesson builds upon previous learning- strategy that allows students to reflect on content or evaluate predictions

·  content lends itself to visual representations- graphic organizers as a format for organizing information and concepts. (Retell or summarizing)

· challenging vocabulary- strategy that will lead to student ownership of important vocabulary.

· content is open to interpretation- strategy that will promote discussion and critical thinking. (Respond through writing and discussion, examine questions)

